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Connections and Understandings with People

Miyamae Naamu, TsurukawauchiJunior High School

I'm interested in sign language. It started when | saw
people speaking in sign language on the street. Until
then, | had only seen sign language on TV. When | saw
someone actually using it first time in person | was
surprised by the movement of their hands. After that, |
bought a book about sign language and started studying
on my own.

The basics of sign language are gestures which describe
the shapes, actions and characteristics of things people
want to express through these gestures. | want to begin
to interact with deaf people by learning sign language, so
| decided to memorize self-introductions and greetings
first. My favorite sign language phrase is “May | help you
with something?” By using this sign phrase when you see
someone in trouble we can help them, it may also lead to
further signing conversations.

One website says : Sign language is a visual language
in which people use their hands, fingers and face to
communicate. There are different grammar and words
from spoken language such as Japanese, English, and
French. Soitis an independent language. | was surprised
to hear that.

I am currently learning English and I love it. Through
learning English, | started wanting to experience and see
more of the world. | often hear that phrase,“Everyone is
different and everyone is good” | think that's really true.
However, its important for us to know and understand the
other person to acknowledge the differences. There are
many people in the world, each country has a different
culture and language. By learning sign language, we can
learn about people who use sign language, and | want to
understand that feeling.

There is a children's restaurant, "kodomo syokudo" in
Akune, where | grew up, but there are no kodomo syokudo
where you can learn English. My first dream was to create
a place where kids can learn English, but | have added
a second dream : The dream is to teach sign language
and English at the same time! Many people learn two
languages, through English and sign language, deaf and
non deaf people can connect with each other more. My

dream is to help people in such a way.
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