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My Bright Moment
Aoki Chihana, Tsurukawauchi Junior High School
Have you ever changed your mind due to some event
or someone's words? | am going to talk about how my
mind was changed, | had a realization.
I help my father on weekends. He’s a vegetable
farmer and he grows a variety of vegetables. My
father works hard all day long and ends work late at
night. Vegetables can be difficult to grow because the
weather is unpredictable. Being a farmer brings big
responsibilities, but he grows the plants with care, like
a treasure.
One day cucumbers were stolen from my father's
farm. | was shocked to hear the news, but my father
did not look panicked. | asked him, "Why aren't you
surprised?" My father answered, "Sometimes this
kind of situation happens. | had expensive farm tools
stolen once before." | asked, "What did you do then?"
| thought he would have reported the theft, but my
father said he did nothing. | could not understand why
he didn’t make a report with the police, so | asked
again to try to understand his thinking. "Why didn't
you do anything?" My father said "I think the person
who stole from the farm will return the equipment.”
He added ‘I think the person regrets the theft. As
time passes, | believe the person holding regret will
change their mind about stealing." These words were
beyond my imagination. That was a new point of view
for me.At that time in my thinking | had thought that
people must be punished if they commit crimes,The
people who commit crimes are totally different from
me, | thought, and people are categorized from good
to bad.My father, however, thinks that every person
has a good mind even if they commit crimes. Some
people may commit crimes, but it does not mean they
are bad people. | talked with my father and suddenly
understood that everyone may commit crimes, but
people can restart again after paying for the crime, For
that reason everyone needs a person who believes in
the good part of their human nature. From my father
| learned there were different ways of thinking about
human nature and good and bad.
This was an epiphany for me, a bright moment. Now
| think the number of people who commit crimes will
decrease if people understand and help each other
by believing in our good mind. And that will make our
world better.
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