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AR &
Mayor of Akune City

& F BT

Yoshimasa Nishihira

Akune city has long been a major transportation
hub between land and sea, where shipping and
commerce flourished. The history and culture
of our ancestors has been passed down from
generation to generation.

The city is also blessed with land filled with the
green of nature and a beautiful coastline that
stretches about 40 kilometers facing the East
China Sea, which, combined with its mild climate,
produces fresh seafood and seasonal agricultural
products. “Akune, for lots of nature and tasty food”
is our brand tagline created to promote the many
varieties of food available in Akune.

The year 2022 will mark exactly 70 years since
our city was incorporated in April 1952.
Throughout the years, the tirelesss efforts and
passion of our citizens have helped us overcome
many difficulties and build our current thriving
city.

However, the environment surrounding our city
is currently undergoing major changes, such as a
declining population, changes in socioeconomic
conditions, progress in science and technology,
large-scale natural disasters, and dealing with
COVID-19.

Even under these circumstances, we are committed
to striving towards our slogan, "Akune, a city
that people want to come back to ." To accomplish
this, we carry out city planning alongside our
citizens under the basic principle of "city planning
starts with people planning." With this effort, we
hope to achieve improvements in the welfare and
revitalization of our communities.

Through reading this handbook, we hope that you
will gain a deeper understanding of our city, and
that we will be able to count on your support and
cooperation for the further development of our
hometown, Akune.
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Akune Oshima is an island covered with a beautiful
pine forest, with a circumference of 4 kilometers
and located approximately 2 kilometers offshore.
The island is accessible by boat, which takes about
10 minutes from Akune New Port ferry terminal.
Coupled with the coastline on the city side, the
whole area is designated as both a “Prefectural
Natural Park” and as one of the “100 Best Pine
Trees in Japan”. The island is a mecca for sea
bathing and fishing, as well as a habitat for wild deer
with which visitors can interact, making it one of top
tourist spots in the city. On a clear day. you can also
see far islands such as Koshikishima, Nagashima,
and Amakusa.
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Akune Station on the Hisatsu Orange Railway was
renovated and reopened as the Bustle Exchange
Center Akune Station in 2014. While retaining the
original building built in 1949, the station has been
completely renovated to accommodate natural
wood and a modern design. The concept is a city
"guesthouse" and "community center." Mitooka Eiji
contributed to the design. The hall/waiting area in
the station hosts a variety of events such as live jazz
and exhibitions. It is a place where people can freely
experience art and culture. In addition, in November
2018, the movie “Our Departures (Original title:
Kazokuiro) " was filmed in Akune, which has helped
the city increase its recognition nationwide.
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The Akune Citizen's Exchange Center, also known as
Kaze Terrace Akune, was newly opened in 2018 as
a central base for cultural arts and lifelong learning
activities. It consists of a 541-seat hall and five social
activity rooms. Inside the hall, there is a large opening
on the left side of the lower seats to let in natural light.
To the right, there are stairway seats, which lead up
to the balcony, where additional seating is available.
Natural light is also utilized in the social activity rooms.
Various meetings and seminars are regularly held in
these rooms.
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Benefitting from the nutrient of East China Sea, fresh
seafood as well as processed food such as dried fish
are produced locally and even have become popular
choices for "hometown tax”. In addition, Akune has
long been known as a harbor town, so much so that
it was introduced in Sangoku Meisho Zue illustration
book from the Edo period as having “an abundance of
fish and shellfish to be landed".
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Growing fruit trees and horiticulture have long
been engendered in the area due to the mild
climate. Aiming to provide a stable supply of safe,
reliable, and high-quality agricultural products, our
producers ‘raise” them with love and care. Various
kinds of crops are harvested each season and
shipped all over the country.
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The appeal of Akune city is not only in its fisheries and
agriculture, but also in its commerce and manufacturing
industries. Its products can be found in various markets
outside the city, across the country, and around the world.
In addition to foodstuffs and processed foods, the city not
only hosts large-scale factories of major companies, but
sporting goods from global brands are manufactured by
craftsmen in Akune.
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Various traditional events and local performing arts have been
handed down from generation to generation throughout the
city's lifespan. In order to preserve and further pass these
on, we support the efforts of the local communities to work
together in the effort of passing them on to future generations.
The beautiful and varied nature in our city encourages

curiosity in children. Adults in the community also join together
in nurturing a receptive mind and healthy body .
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Akune was referred to as Akune palace in the late Heian period (794-1185) as it was ruled by the appointed
leadership, the Akune clan. Akune in written form saw a few changes before settling to the current set of Kanji
letters (FIA4R) in the mid-15th century. After the rule of the Shimadzu clan, the Akune area became part of
Kagoshima Prefecture in 1871 with the abolition of the feudal domain. The current foundation was established
as Akune Village in 1889 with the implementation of the municipal system. The village later became a town
in 1925 and was inaugurated as the sixth city in the prefecture in April 1952. Finally, in 1955 Akune and its
neighborning town, Mikasa, were merged into one.
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